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INTRODUCTION. 


E W of Potlith- 
ing a faithful Narrative of the 
Life and Character of the Re- 
verend Mr. G. WuHITEFIELD, 
is in ſome meaſure juſtified by | 
the Calumnies, that have been ſpread a- 
broad, by intereſted, idle, and . 
ing People; who from envious and private 
Views, or meer ill Nature, have endea- 
vour'd to inculcate into the Minds of real 
Chriſtians, that his daily Labours were 
over-paid by worldly Gains ; his Charity 
and Sincerity mere Pretences, and that all 
his well-meaning, religious Deſigns, were 
not only hypocrital, but mercenary Views 
to inrich Himſelf. | Nay, they have le- 
vel their Scandal at his private Charac- 
ter, in ſuch a haſe and un · chriſtian- like 


Manner, horrible to every chaſte Ear. 
' This 
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- INTRODUCTION. 

This is but too well known by thoſe 

they would ſtigmatize with the Name of 
his Followers ; and whom they inſult in 
a malicious manner, for endeayouring to 
be more than Nominal Chriſtians, But 
let theſe Wretches, theſe Oppoſers of la- 
borious and un-intereſted Good, conſider, 
and I heartily wiſh it poſſible for them to 
do fo, that they mult one Day, not only 
give a juſt and terrible Account of all 
their reviling Speeches, their bare-fac'd 
Injuries, their back-biting Slanders, their 
idle Omiſſions of Chriſtian Duty, but 
for every idle Word. Theſe, I fay, I 
wiſh may conſider, and not only conſider, 
but act uprightly, and endeayour to fol- 
low the Precepts of their great Lord and 
Maſter CHRIST, who every where enjoins 
Charity and Humility : To be charitable 
in Word and Deed, and humble towards 
Go D, and towards all Men. 

The promoting theſe Divine Precepts, 
has, no doubt, occofion'd many Adverſa- 
Ties: For how can the covetous be an Ad- 
vocate for Charity, or the Proud conde- 

ſcend to a Chriſtian Humility, It is not 

to ſuch J relate his Conduct, but to the 

Candid, Unprejudic'd and Impartial. 
To ſuch 1 now deliver the Charac- 


ter, and Manner of Living of the truly pi- 
ous 
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ous and reverend Mr. Wy1TtEriELD, from 
his Birth to this preſent Time, tho” per- 


haps he may not be well pleaſed with my 


Performance; but, as it is the Duty of a 
Chriſtian and a Neighbour, to endeavour 


at a Juſtification of a good Man's Life 
and Actions, I ſhall purſue my Deſign, 
and refute the lying Tales of intereſted 
Men; who, like the great Deſtroyer of 


Mankind, go about ſeeking whom they 
may deyour, 8 
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LIFE and CHARACTER 
Of the Reverend 


Mr. GEORGE WHITEFIELD. 


H reverend Perſon, who is the 

Subject of the following Narra- 
— tive, was born in the City of 
Ghocefter : His Father who was a weal- 
thy Inkeeper in that City, gave all his 
Children an education ſuitable to his For- 
tune; but perceiving his Son George to 
have an early inclination {to Study and 
Meditation, quickly reſolv'd to qualify 
him for a Miniſter of God's Word, and 
accordingly ſent him to the beſt School in 
that City. Yet, whilſt he was young, he 
after his School Hours were over, was 
gcnerally employ'd in his Fathers . py 
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CR.” 
neſs, waiting and attending on his Cuſto- 
mers, with ſuch diligence and modeſty as 
gave Pleaſure to eyery one. As he grew 
up, his Father finding how much his 


Learning was retarded, by being employ- 


ed in the Affairs of his Inn, feſolv'd to 
leave him intirely to his School Buſineſs. 
And then it was he began to be the de- 
light of his Father, and the wonder of the 
whole Town. Tho? he did not want for 
a Vivacity of Spirit, yet he had not that 
unthinking giddineſs fo common to Boys 
of his Age. The School was far from be- 
ing a burthen to him, and the Church lets. 
He had an exceeding quick apprehenſion 
of every thing he was taught, and ſoon be- 
came a Pattern to his School-fellows,, for 
learning and behaviour. 3 

Hle would ſometimes invite a few School- 
fellows home to his Parents Houſe, and 
inſtead of the Plays and Games generally 
uſed by Boys when from under the Eye of 


the School Maſter, he would there be 


rehearſing with his little Flock, what he 
had learnt at School: This Practice, as it in 
ſome meaſure eaſed the pains of the Maſ- 


ter and profited his Companions, made him 
belov'd by both, tho? it did not fail to raiſe 


the Envy of others. His Behaviour at 


Church was no leſs exemplary, he there 
e | " "= 
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was ſerions and attentive, and having natu- f 
rally a good Memory, could repeat at i 
home the greateſt part of each Sermon he 
heard: Nor was he leſs remarkable for a 
decent and mudeſt Carriage abroad, which 
endear'd him to all his Father's Acquain- 
tance, of whom there are not a few but 
{till with pleaſure remember that though 
his School Studies ſeem'd to be his chief- 
eſt care, yet his delight was to read the 
Scriptures or hear them expounded, and 
 wouldoften ask ſuch proper Queſtions, or 
give ſuch juſt Anſwers, as were equally 
ſurprizing. „ 3 ö 
But, not to dwell too long upon his 4 
Childhood, let us take a View of him in 
Collegiate Capacity. As ſoon as he had 
acquired a Competency of Learning to 
qualify him for an Univerſity, he was 
ſent to Pembroke College, Oxford, where 
after the neceſſary Examinations he was 
put under the Care of a Tutor, Here he 
was not only to purſue his Studies in Di- 
vinity, bur had the ill Examples of Youth 
to combat with. The ſtrictneſs of the Sta- 
tutes, the Exactneſs of Dicipline, the Wil: 
dom, Learning and Piety of Tutors, and the 
religious Examples of Reverend Doftors 
not being able to curb the libidinous Appe- 
tites of ſome giddy and opulent Youths, 
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(5) 
who too often think Sanctity a Jeſt, Ob. 
ſeryance of Statutes a meanneſs of Spirit, 
and Learning and Piety a ſtupid Incohe- 
rence; notwithſtanding which, Mr. Whit- 
field behay'd with uncommon Prudence, 
tho? young and Subject to the uſual Al- 
Jurements of Youth. He purſued his 
Studies with great Application and becom- 
ing Gravity, was a conſtant Attendant of 
Divine Service, and all publick Exerciſes. 
As he was deſign'd for a Miniſter of God's 
Word, he zealouſly employ'd his Time in 
Divinity, which gave him ſuch ſolid and 
Taviſhing Pleaſures, that he would often, 

when alone, ſing the Praiſes of his great 
God and Redeemer with a heavenly Rap- 
ture, for calling him to the Miniſtry. He 
read, he admir'd, the Wiſdom of God, his 
Benevolence to Mankind, and Graciouſ- 
neſs to the moſt ſinful of Creatures. He 
was a conſtant Promoter of Charity ; and 
often gave, what was neceſlary for him- 
ſelf, to Obje&s of Compaſſion : Yet this 
his diſ-interefted and laudable Practice 
was ſo far from being purſued by ſome, 
that he became their Scoff and Ridicule; 
and there are but too many that muſt re- 
member how often they have interrupted ' 
him, (when pouring forth his Praiſes to 
the Moſt High) with Qbſcenity and lewd 
1 8 ee e 
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e Speeches. This, 5 however, did not pre- 


vent his Zeal towards God, neither did he 
deſpiſe theſe Revilers. I bave heard him 
ſay, he has often pray'd God would ena- 
ble him to make theſe Scoffers trul: 


ſenſible of their Sins, and Partakers 0 


his heavenly Grace. 

He was, notwithſtanding, of diſcreet 
and ſober Carriage, as well as unattainted 
with any of the too frequent Vices of 
Vouth, that he became the Admiration of 
ſome, and the Envy of others. He ne- 
glefted not his Studies, not refrain'd from 
any religious Duties. (except once, when 
overborne wirh Divine Meditations, | he 
ſnut himſelf up for Six Wecks in bis 
Chamber, and was then under ſtrong 


Ry emptations, which he at laſt overcame, 


thro? che Mercy of God.) When he was 
of ſufficient ſtanding in the College, he 


took his Degree as Batchelor of Divinity. 


_ *PT'was now he perceiv'd in himſelf an In- 
clination for Preaching the Goſpel, and 


tho* very young for a Miniſter, he form'd 
a religious Society at Oxford, which he 
inſtructed with his Method of expounding 
the Holy Sctiptures, charm d with ap un- 
affected Eloquence. However, he 


was deſign'd for a greater Wofk, he re- 


ſolv'd upon a * to London, not 


B to 
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to ſhew his Abilities, or with mercenary 
Views of getting a rich Living 5 but, to be 
a poor, diligent, and itinerant Preacher of 
the Word of God. Tho' he very well knew 
thete were many able Divines, if mindful 
enough of their Charge, to inſtruct the 
Souls committed to their Care in the great 
and neceſlary Duties of a Chriſtian. His 
fole Aim was to hazard his Life for the 
Goſpel, in an unknown Country: He 
thereupon came to London, waited upon 
the Truſtees of the Colony of Georgia, 
and was recommended to the Rt. Rev. 
the Lord Biſhop of London, and obtain'd 
a Licence from his Lordſhip for Preaching 
the ' Goſpel in Georgia; but the Veſſels 
_ defign'd for the reception of the Paſſen- 
gers and Soldiers for that Colony not be- 
ing ready for ſailing, Mr. Whitefield ſpent 
_ ſome Months in Town, before he could 
perform his deſired Voyage. It was in 
this ſpace of Time he began to ſhew his 
Talent, for the Miniſterial Function, and 
alarm his Brethren. At his firſt Sermon, 
in London, how were the Audience melt- 
ed down; and how large were there 
Charitable Contributions „ were 
aſtoniſn'd at his uncommon and pathetick 
Elocution, and ſo far pleas'd with the 
Spirit of his Doctrine, that they were ne- 
ä K * 
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ver tir'd with attending his Sermons, His 
Explanations of the Scriptures relating to 


the New Birth in Jeſus Chriſt, and of 
Fuſtification by Faith, they found not on- 
ly neceſſary Chriſtian Doctrine but joyful 
Tidings, and a Soul- ſaving Duty. He 
frequently preach'd, and was no leſs fre- 


quently admir'd by the Multitudes that 


throng'd to hear him. He never ceas'd 
doing Good when Opportunity offer'd, 
nor ever neglected Inſtructing, when he 


could teach. His Adverſaries muſt ac- 


knowledge his Diſcouragement to all 
Prophaneneſs and Immorality, not only 


in his publick Diſcourſes, but in his pri- 
vate Life. As his manner of Living was 


exemplary, his Sermons inſtructive, nor 
can they juſtly lay ought to his Charge, 


but the exceeding Love of his Fellow 


Chriftians, which is a welcome Return 
to him for his inceſſant Labours ; inceſſant 
I may call them, for there was no end of 
Preaching in publick, expounding 1n pri- 
vate to religious Societies, or giving Com- 
fort of mind to the Mutitudes that come 
or ſent to him, ſome telling what God, 
thro' his Preaching, had done for their 


Souls, and others crying out, hat ſhall 
we do to be ſaved s and none he ſent emp- 


ty away 
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His Doctrine was the ſame which 
the great Aoſtle Paul preached, and his 
M thod of expounding the Scriptures con- 
formable to Precepts of the ſacred W ri- 
tings. He puzzled not his Hearers with 
the inſignificant Niceties of School- men; 
but explain'd difficult Texts of Scripture 
in a plain and intelligible Manner. 

This was his Employment from Morn- 
ing to Midnight, unleſs prevented by Sick- 
nets or neceſſary Duties, 'till the Veſlels 
were ready for {ailing to Georgia. But O] 
how unſpeakable were the Griefs of his 
Chriſtian Friends in London, when he left 


them, to preach the Word in Georgia, tho? 


he comforted them with having left two 


Brethren to miniſter to them in his Ab- 
| ſence. 


He departed from them not without 
Tears, pr aying to God to keep ꝰem ſtrong. 
in the Faith. — Now was he to combat. 


with Waves, Winds and Sickneſs; but he 


truſted in God, who makes the Yoke eaſy 
and the Burthen r | 
. His Voyage was ſome time rande by 
contrary Winds in the,,Downs!; during 
which time he was mindful of his Function 
both aboard and. aſhore, preaching in ſe- 
veral Churches in and about Deal to Mul- 
titudes of vell-meaning Chriſtians; ; ex- 
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pounding the Scriptures, pray ing and ſing- 

ing Pſalms continually, and viſiting and 

inſtruckins his Flock on board. | 
His Care was not leis in his Voyage, 


when his Health would let bim, of the 
Charge he had on board, viſiting the oaks. 


exhorting the Prophane, and Preaching to 
the Ship's Company and Paſſengers, when 


the Weather would permit, till he arriv d 


at Gibraltar. 


At his Arrival there, he was well en- 


tertained by the Gowernor and Officers of 
the Garriſon, often preaching to the Sol- 
diery, who behaved wich great Decency 
and Piety, | and join d them in religious 
Society. 


His Stay was not very long in that 
Place, yet long enough to imprint Chriſ- 


tianity in the Minds of the Soldiery, and 


leave a Veneration for Religion among 


People little uſed to it. | 
He afterwards had a proſperous Voy- 
age till he reach'd the deſired Port, Now 
was he full of Joy and Praiſe, that God 
had enabled him to come in ſafety to Viſit 


a poor ſcatter'd and caſt out Flock, who 


for the fake of God's Word had left their 


Places of Nativity, to Wander thro' the 
Deep, truſting in che Orv and Provie 


lence of God. 
They 
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They received him with Gladneſs, with 
Embraces, with Tenderneſs and Love: 
They were over whelm'd with Joy at the 
very Sight of him, and admired the Good- 
neſs of God in enableing ſo young a Di- 
vine to hazard his Life, that they might 
not Periſn for the lack of Knowledge, and 
were ſweetly diſpos'd to receive the Goſ- 

el. 
1 He rejoyc'd exceedingly to ſee how 
Loving the poor People were to him, and 
was much Comforted by the Entertain- 
ment he met with from the principal 
Officers of that Colony. Here he neglec- 
ted no Time in performing his Miniſteri- 
al Function, Multitudes flocking from all 
Parts to hear the Word, with the profound- 
eſt Attention. He continually magnified 

the Lord, that he had made ſo unworthy a 
Servanta Miniſter of Righteouſneſs, to a 
ſimple and artleſs People. His Labour 
he accounted as nothing, Preaching from 
Place to Place, twice or "thrice every Day, 
oxhorting, expounding, praying and fing- 
ing Pſalms; for the Lord gave Senn 
to perform the good Work. 

But here let us leave him for a ſmall 
Space, and conſider the Revilings, Scoffs, 
and bitter. Jeſt of his Ad verſaries at his 
Departure. Numberleſs 1 and falſe 
33 Reports 
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Reports were raiſed in Town to vilify his 
Character among the People. Invention 
was {till upon the Rack to make him odi- 
ous, and ſtigmatize them they were pleaſed 
to call his Followers. He who not long 
ſince was careſs'd and admired for a zea- 


1ous promoter of Charity, is now become a 


mercenary Knave. His iam'd Elocution 


and Power of Preaching, Madneſs and 


Enthuſiaſm. His Sobriety and Modera- 


tion, Artifice and AﬀeCtation ; and every 
Virtue blackened into Vice. His Morals 
are now no longer Praiſe-worthy, but 
changed to Debauchery, and what not. 
Thus, his Defamers exerciſed their diffe- 
rent Talents; ſome to ſhew their Wit at 
Invention, others their Rancour and Hate 
to Godlineſs. But let me ask theſe witty 
and ſpiteful Gentlemen, whether it is poſj- 
ſible Truth and Virtue can be amiable to 
all alike? Whether a Sanctity of Religion 
did not meet with Oppoſers in all Ages ? 
Whether Mr. /b:tefield muſt not expect 
the Cenſures of ſome, and the Envy of 
others? And whether they can bring any 
Proof of their heavy Charges? Till theſe 
Queſtions are candidly anſwered, I leave 
them to be puniſhed by their own Malice. 


I am not unacqainted with ſome of their 


ſmart Jeſts; tho', I muſt confeſs, I think 


them 
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them ſo trifling as not to bear the telling; 
others I have heard ſo baſe and vile as to 
be ſhocking to repeat: However, I may 
perhaps give the Reader a Taſte of their 
Wit, in a few Pages more. But let us 
return to Mr. Whitefield in Georgia.” 

Mr. M hite field, intent on his Tehgious 
Purpoſes, viſited every Family in the Co- 
lony, inquired into their religious Affairs, 
and gave them feeling Comfort. To thoſe 
who laboured under worldly Misfortunes, 
he aſſiſted with his own Charity atid Te- 

commending them to others, though the 
Colony is not in a very flomiſhing Con- 
dition. 

He laid the Foundation of ſeveral Cha- 
rity Schools, and was a laudable Promoter 
of a Proviſion for Orphans, which laſt 
Charity has fince met with great Encou- 

ragement in England from well-diſpoſed 
, Chriſtians, notwithſtanding the Oppolition 
of powerful Adverſaries. -- And here it 

may not be amiſs to mention a malicious 
Artifice of his Enemies to prevent tits © 
charitable Undertaking. They give out, 
that he had not been long with thoſe Peo- 
ple before he filled them with 1o terrible a 
Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, that they neglected 
all manner of Bufineſs to follow him 
hows «tha he preached | or es” 
an 
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and when at home, would neglect their 
Jawful Callings to exhort and commune 


together, or idly ſpend their Time in long 
Prayers and tedious Pſalms, inſomuch that 
he was forced to return to' England, that 
the unavoidable Ruin of that young Co- 
louy might be prevented, and that he 
would never be ſuffered to viſit that Place 
again, by which the charitable Contribu- 


tions would be miſapplied, and the Money 


deſigned for the Relief of the poor Or- 
phans would only inrich him and ſome few 
of his ſecret Friends. Others have the 
Confidence to report that he was impri- 


ſoned, and underwent corporal Puniſh- 
ment, for making the People mad with 


Enthufiaſm.—Here was a ſpecious Bait 


caſt in by the Devil. — But it far'd accord- 
ingly. The more he was oppos'd by the 
Mighty the greater has been his Glory. 


But to return. After having inftrugted 
this Colony with great Labour in the 


Doctrine of Chriſt, expounded to them 
their ſeveral Doubts, and exhorted the 


to a Chriſtian Patience in Long. ſufferings, 


he took a ſad Farewel of his poor little 


Flock who were ſtill hanging on him, be- 


ing very unwilling to part, and if it had 
been God's Will he could for ever have 
abided with them. 


C 


e 


He then ſailed for 
Cz England 
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England to implore the Charity of Euro- 
Fean Brethren in Behalf of the poor Chri- 
ſtians, that they might have ſome conve- 
nient Places of publick Worſhip erected 
for them, and a proper Houſe ſettled for 
the Maintenance and Education of Or- 
Phans. | 
He performed his uſual Functions a- 
board, inſtructing, preaching, and exhort- 
ing the Ship's Company ; and after a tire- 
ſome Paſlage arrived ſafe in England. He 
was extremely careſs'd in every Place ; 
but when he came to London, tho' he was 
received with great Tokens of Joy by his 
Chriſtian Friends he left here, yet he met 
with great Oppoſition from ſome People. 


However he waited on his Grace the 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury and Biſhop of 
London, to give an Account of the State 
of Religion in Georgia, and met with a 
fayourable Reception. 

He then Day by Day viſited the religious 
Societies of Crooted lane, Fetter-lane, 

Little-Britain, Chrutched - Fryars, and 
Rederoſs-ſtreet, ; at all which Places he 
expounded the Scriptures with great Effect 
to Numbers of pious and ſober People; 
being continually employed in divine Ser- 
vice, and Attendance upon * increaſing 


Flock. 
Some 


66 
Some time after this, he took a Journey 
to Oxford, in Order to his being ordain'd. 
During his Stay here he met with a graci- 
cious Reception; and after his Ordination 
he continued there ſome Days, preaching 
and expounding to numerous Cengregz⸗ 
tions. At his Return to London, he pur- 
ſued his uſual Method of Teaching his 
Doctrine there and in ſeveral adjacent Pla- 
ces; collecting many large Sums of Mo- 
ney for charitable Uſes here, and his Or- 
 phan-houſe at Georgia. . 
Soon after this he ſets out of Town, for 
his Travels in the Country, where he ſtill 
continued to preach the Goſpel with great 
Succeſs, making many Converts, by bring- 
1ng them over from their ſinful Ways un- 
to the true and perfect Knowledge of their 
bleſſed Saviour, Jesus CHRIST. 
After he had taken leave of his pious 
Friends, the firſt Day he reaches Wind ſor, 
and the ſame Eyening expounded 1n the 
School-houſe there, to a great Number of 
| People, who were exceedingly affected, 
and expreſs*d a general Satisfaction. 
The next Morning, he ſet out from 
thence, and arriv'd at Baſingſtoke, where 
indeed, Mr. /hitefield met with ſome Op- 
poſition at firſt, in his good Deſigns. But 
his Merit ſoon exerted itſelf, and rendred 
33 en 
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him the Delig bt and Admiration of thoſe 
that were ſo Fately his Revilers, 
However, his Stay here was but ſhort, 
being deſirous to reach Bath and Briſtol. 

| He then ſet out for Bath, where hefwas 
N kindly received by ſome Chriſtian Friends, 
( but deſiring the uſe of the Abbey Church 
| co preach for the Orphan-houſe, was flat ly 
deny'd. After praying for his Enemies, he 
then ſet out for Briſtol; he there again 
| was deny'd the Uſe of a Church to preach 
| for charitable Contributions in a court-like 
4 manner. However God having given him 
| fayour in the Jailor's Eyes, he preached 
| to the poor Priſoners in Newgare on the 
| Penitent Thief. He ſettled a daily Ex- 
pofition there, and made many Penitents. 
He from thence went with ſome Friends 
to Kingſword, where he preached from 

a Mount to above two hundred poor Col- 

liers, and return'd in the Evening to Bri- 
fol full of Joy. 

He continued in this manner preaching 

at Briſſol, Bath, Kingſwood, and Places 

adjacent for a conſiderable time, and ex- 
pounding, whem Time would permit, to 

a great many religious Societies, from all 

1 which Places he collected conſiderable Do- 
1 nations for the Orphan- houſe; nor was he 
r unmindful of the poor Prifoners i in New- 

> gate, 
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gate, but conſtantly attended, and beſtow'd 


great Charities upon them. 


However, he met with great and Ge | 
Trials in Briſol; he was not only denied 
the Pulpits to preach for charitable Uſes, 


but receiy.d a Summons to appear before 


the Chancellor of that Dioceſe, who plain- 
ly told him he intended to ſtop his Pro- 


| ceedings, and ask'd him by what Autho- 


rity he preach*d there without a Licence, 
and charg?d him with teaching falſe Doc- 


trine; and added that if he continued to 
preach or expound there, without a Li- 


cence, he would firſt ſufpend and then 


excommunicate him; but civilly told him, 
that what he did, was in the Name of the 


Clergy and Laity of the City of Briſtol. 
Some time after Mr. 57e waited on 


the Chancellor, and ſhew'd him a Letter 
from the Lord Biſhop of Briſtol; arid 
asked his Reaſons for charging him with 
falſe Doctrine, and prohibiting his col- 


lecting for the Orphan-houſe. To the 
firſt he reply'd, that he ſhould ſcarce charge 


Mr. Whites. 2 with falſe Doctrine, hav- 
ing never heard him preach, or read any 
of his Writings. To the other, he an. 


{wered, It would hinder the Peoples Be. 
nefactions to the Clergy. After much 


Converſation. on the Subjeft, Mr. White- © 
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field, meekly told him, that he was re- 
| folv'd to go on preaching, and that if 
Collections were not made for the poor 
People of Georgia, he would lay it upon 
him. In this manner they parted, 

Aſter he left Brz/{ot, he went by Wa- 

ter to Newport, and ſo to Cardiff in 2 ales. 
He there was deny'd the Pulpit, but ob- 
tain'd the Liberty of the Town-hall, and 
preach'd, from he Jndge's Seat, to 400, 
cho ſome of them were Scoffels. 

From Cardiff he return'd to Newport, 
and had the Pulpit readily offered him, 
and preach'd to a great Number of Atten- 
tive Chriſtians. 

le reviſited Briſtol and Bath again, and 

found the Lord had exceedingly multi- 
plied his Flock. / 

He from thence went to Keinſham 
and Kingſwood, where he perform'd uſual 
Services to incredible Numbers. 

At Thornbury he was refus'd the Pulpit, 
and was oblig'd to ſtand upon a Table in 

the Street to preach the oe to a filent | 
and ſerious Multitude, 
From thence he journey'd to Old. Paſt 
age, and preach'd from ſome 1121 2 to by 
many People. 1 
He paſs d over from thence to Beech, a 
and went 0 3 where, it being 05 

| late, 


(23) 
late, he could only ſing and pray to about 
forty at his Inn. 
At Husk, the Pulpit, being denied, he 
preach'd upon a Table, under a large 
Tree, to ſome hundreds, and God was 
with them of a Truth. 

At Pontypool, he was deſired to ent | 
the Pulpit, where he preached once, but 
the Church not being large enough for the 
great Numbers that came to hear him, he 

afterwards preach?d in the Field. 

At Abergavenny he deliver'd the Goſ. 
pel to about two thouſand from a conveni- 
ent Place, erected for his Standing. 

At Comibay, he preach'd with Power 
from the Croſs in the Churchyard. 

At Carleon he ſilenced an unruly Mul- 
titude with the Power of the Word. 

It being late when he reach'd Trelek, 
he preach*d to a few from the Horſe- block 

before the Inn. 

it From hence he went to Cheapſtaro, and 
1 and thence to Coldford, where he e 
t in the Market-houſe. 
He next proceeded to Gloceſter, where 
he had the Uſe of St. Michael's Church. 
but was deny*d it the next Day. Nay, it 
was currently reported that he was mad, 
and that he had faid that he was the Holy 
Ghoſt : But God v was * to ſnew them 
that 


_, that the Devil was a Liar, and that the 


ney in Northamptonſh: 
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Words he ſpoke, were not thoſe of a mad 
Man, but the Wordsof Sobriety and Truth. 

And here he found many true Chriſtians. 
He now took leave of his weeping 
Friends, and ſet out for London, preach- 
ing at Cheltenham , Eveſham in Worceſter - 
ſhire, Bengeworth and Badſey, and fo to 
Oxford, where as he taking leave of his 
Chriſtian Brethren, the Vice Chancellor 
ſorely threaten'd him. 

The Day following he. reach'd London, 
where he ſtay'd ſome time, preaching at 
different Churches, Iſlington Church- yard, 
Moor fields, © K, enington Common, and 
. Hampſicad Heath. 

He next preached at Hertford, Onlney 
in Buckinghamſhire Northampton, Oul- 
ire, Bedford, Hitch. 
in, at this laſt Place, while he was about 
to preach in the Market, they began to ring 
the Bells, which oblig d him to remove ; 
into an'adjacent Field. TS 

He then preach'd at St. Albans, and 
then return'd to London, and purſu'd his 
uſual Method of reaching in publick and 
private till he took his leave at Moor fields 
and Kennington Common, where he gave 
a Farewel Sermon wa numerous and for- 
Towful Auditory. | 4 

As 


* * 
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As to the ſcandalous and mean Reflec. 
tions that have been level'd at the Charac- 
ter of this great Divine, I think, if Merit 
could be allow?d to plead for itſelf, his own 
exemplary Behaviour would be a ſuffiicent 
Evidence in the Cauſe ; but, as it may be 
expected I thould here make ſome Reply 
in his Defence, I ſhall juſt hint at ſome 
of his publick Declarations and Tenets as 
to the Principles of Religion. 

He profeſſes himſelf a Member of the 
Church of Eugland; alledging likewiſe 
that he has receiv'd no Prohibition from 
any of the Biſhops 35 and having had no 
Fault found by them with his Lite or Doc- 
trine, he has therefore, the ſame general 
Licence to Preach, which the ReCtors are 
villing to think ſufficient for their Curates, 
Have their Lordſhips, the Biſhops, inſiſt. 
ed that no Perſons ſhall ever preach occa- 
ſionally without ſuch, ſpecial Licence? 
The Biſhop of London allowed his Preach- 
ing, even in Deacon's Orders; and 'tis e- 
vident he hath ever ſince behav'd himſelf 
worthy the Vocation whereto he is call'd. 
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